
 

Draft minutes of Parent Council Achiltibuie – 17 November 2015 
 

Present: Angela Macleod (head teacher), Catherine Mackenzie, Emma Mackenzie 

 

Apologies: Annmarie Firth Bernard, Jane Macleod, Rachel Macleod, Lizzie Williams 

 

Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting of 21 September 2015 were proposed by Emma Mackenzie, seconded 

by Angela Macleod. 

 

Head teacher’s report 

Mr O’Flaherty has stood in for Mrs Macleod today (and will continue to do so until she is well 

again). 

 

The nursery has been inspected by two quality improvement officers; their report has just been 

received by the head teacher. 

 

The head teacher and the class teacher are working together to get the planning and assessment 

folder updated for all class levels so that it is ready for inspection at any time. The planning is for 

one term ahead. 

 

The head teacher will send a copy of the Standard Quality report to the Parent Council soon. 

 

On 19 November all school and nursery children will travel to Lochinver School, to receive a flu 

vaccination if their parents have signed up for that and for a walk in Culag Woods. The bus from 

Ullapool School will be used for transport. 

 

The PSA and nursery staff will undergo ‘intimate care’ training. 

 

The plan is for the Abernethy trip to go ahead at the end of March 2016 though at the moment it is 

not sure which teacher will accompany the pupils. Ideally there should be one teacher and one 

PSA present. 

 

The Incas test for numeracy and literacy is planned to take place before December, all Achiltibuie 

pupils will participate in the test. 

 

There is a facility for parents who need a new MS Office program for their computer, to receive it 

free of charge via the school (so children can get used to the program at home). 

 

No progress has been made on the renovation of the second classroom. The Clerks of Work 

visited Achiltibuie Primary School on 7 October when the head teacher was not present. She will 

contact Neil Patterson (head of department) to make enquiries about how this is progressing. 

 

The week of 23 – 30 November is Road Safety Week. 

 

The head teacher hands out the balance of the school fund as per 31 July 2015. 

 



 

Matters arising from the minutes 

The parent council congratulates the parent association on raising the fantastic amount of £900 

approx last Saturday, well done to all parents involved. The parent council has also been making 

some money from the sales of local telephone directories; £100 has been raised so far. The 

treasurer has been in touch with the chair to let her know that there are problems around the bank 

account again; the treasurer is working with the RBS to sort these out. 

 

This evening sees a very low attendance of the meeting even though it is open to all parents (not 

just PC members) and all parents are invited to the meetings. However, some parents have had 

children in the school for a long time so there may be some fatigue. The school may organise 

another open evening, this time on numeracy, since the last meeting on literacy was well attended. 

Parents should feel free to attend any meeting of the parent council without worrying about being 

drawn into doing more work. 

 

Ownership of the school house has gone to the CCDC. They now need to raise the money to 

renovate the building. The head teacher stresses that the CCDC needs to inform the school about 

their plans with the building and need to communicate around access to the area, especially if it 

involves access to school grounds. 

 

Literature / notices 

No relevant literature or notices have been received. 

 

Any Other Competent Business 

E. Mackenzie raises the question if school times could be changed to 9.00 am until 3.00 pm. She 

has heard from parents and pupils that they feel the lunch break is now too short and that there is 

not always enough time for playing outside. The head teacher suggests running the idea by the 

pupil / learning council first, she is not keen to change the school times again after the most recent 

change to the end time. 

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 29 February 2015 (5.30 pm). 


